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Held the First Full Weekend in August
(August 6-7, 2016)

This year the event is all weekend (Saturday and 
Sunday, Mountain Time)

Primarily focused on the 54 official 14,000 foot 
summits in Colorado

Includes the 1748 SOTA peaks in Colorado

Includes VHF, HF, all modes

Activate mountains and chase mountains
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Colorado Mountain Club list of 54 
Peaks with elevations 14,000 feet or 
higher

Drive-Up 14ers:
Pikes Peak, Mount Evans

All of the rest require foot power
Varying degree of difficulty, none "easy"

Safety First, Be Prepared
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Most common frequencies:
147.42, 147.45, 147.48 MHz FM

446.00, 446.025 MHz FM

14.060 MHz CW

14.345 MHz SSB

Use any legal amateur band/mode

More info at ham14er.org
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Mountaineering Safety:
Be Prepared 
Know Your Route
Know Your Capability

Be Concerned About:
Weather
Lightning
Gravity
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Note: Yagi for 2m and 70 cm

Maxon for 6m
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It’s Not Always 
Warm and Sunny
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https://youtu.be/GjaOMBuHU6Q



Bob Witte, KØNR                    bob@k0nr.com16



Two ways to participate

Activator

Chaser

Points and Award System

Over 1700 SOTA summits in Colorado

A wide variety of difficulty and elevation
From 5398 feet to 14,443 feet

SOTA activation requirements:
summit must be on the SOTA list

equipment must be carried (no minimum distance)

portable power (no fossil fuel generators)
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Based on ASL elevation of a qualified peak

May include a “seasonal bonus” for activators

Scoring for WØC – Colorado:

Under 8000’ 1 point (225 peaks)

8000’ to <9000’ 2 points (245 peaks)

9000’ to <10500’ 4 points (360 peaks)

10500’ to <12500’ 6 points (440 peaks)

12500’ to <13500’ 8 points (345 peaks)

13500’ + 10 points (181 peaks)

May vary by association based on terrain
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Colorado 
14ers
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Triangles indicate SOTA 
peak and number of 
SOTA points
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Also known as “take along a 2M handheld on a hike”

Kaufman Ridge HP
(WØ/SP-081)

10,765 feet elevation 
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MFJ-1714 – SMA or BNC connector 



Yaesu VX-8GR
APRS  handheld
w/GPS 
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Also known as “bring along a small 2-Meter Yagi antenna”

Aspen Ridge
(WØC/SP-084)

10,740 feet 
elevation

Arrow 3-element 
Yagi for 2m 



Handies Peak
((WØ/SJ-001)

14,048 feet elevation
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VHF Contest plus SOTA
2016 January VHF Contest (KØNR)
2m & 70cm fm and ssb
Use of 146.52 MHz now allowed in 
contest
17 QSOs in about one hour
Best DX: Wyoming DN71 (140 miles)

Mt Herman 
WØC/FR-063
9063 feet
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Take Your Pick, Or Do Both

VHF/UHF
Height Above Average Terrain
Basic/compact equipment: Handheld Transceiver (HT)
Dependent on local chasers
FM most common, SSB for VHF contests
Technician Licensees can play

HF
Classic QRP operating (CW and SSB)
Longer distance contacts
More radio contacts
Recommended: General License Class or higher



ATS-3A CW Transceiver
Elecraft KX3

Elecraft KX1

Yaesu FT-817
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Deluxe package, $175

Covers 40m through 10m
Tunes via tapped coil
Uses one radial as 
counterpoise
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Kind of like a half-wave dipole but you 
can feed it from the end.

End-Fed Half-Wave Antenna
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George KXØR
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https://youtu.be/yUkM1uvWpxg
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359 Activations
(158 unique)
For 1550 activator points

“The program is very 
broad and inclusive. I 
think it’s great that 
operators can participate 
as both chasers and 
activators, and that SOTA 
activations are 
encouraged in so many 
associations.” – George 
KXØR

James Peak  WØC/SR-031
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Worked 10726 activators 
for 55289 points 

Achieved Shack Sloth 
(1000 pts) in 68 days.

“I guess the fun part for 
me has been working the 
weak signals…knowing 
there is a person on the 
other end that has gone 
to a lot of trouble to be 
there, and I want to be 
sure his trip is made worth 
his efforts and people 
appreciate them doing the 
activator part.” – Gary 
WØMNA



Super Easy: easy access, less than 1 mile hike, less than 
500 feet vertical
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• Pikes Peak (W0C/FR-004) – drive up
• Mt Evans (W0C/FR-003)- drive up then ¼ -mile, 130 feet vertical 

hike
• Trail Ridge (W0C/FR-123) – 0.8 miles, 300 vertical feet 
• Genesee Mountain (W0C/FR-194) – drive up then 200 ft hike
• Chief Mountain (W0C/FR-030) – 1 mile hike, 700 feet vertical
• Prospect Mountain (W0C/FR-069) – take the tram, then 300 feet 

vertical
• Monarch Ridge South (W0C/SP-058) – take the tram
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Great combination:

Hiking, Ham Radio and Colorado mountains
Resources:
• Colorado 14er Event    ham14er.org    August 6-7

• Summits On The Air     w0c-sota.org

• SOTAwatch sotawatch.org

• KØNR Website k0nr.com

Be safe and have fun!!!

This presentation is 
available for download at 
k0nr.com


